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This  thesis  concerns  the inte l lec tua l  her i tage and  autonomy of  West  

European and American  industr ia l  des ign as a  d iscourse community  at  a  

moment  when biotechnologica l  deve lopments are  cha l lenging the 

certa inty  of  what  i t  means  to be  human.  Proceeding  from the  assumpt ion  

that  industr ia l  des ign i s  an autonomous inte l lec tual  engagement  p layed 

out  through the  interpretat ion  of  technology as  an art i fact ,  the thesis  

identi f ies  how th is  i s  a  cr i t ica l  moment  for  industr ia l  designers,  who 

appear  to be unable  to respond to a  problem of  the apparent  

disconnect ion and  the progress ive disp lacement  of  the human in  

reference  to technology .  The  thes is  identi f i es  the cause  of  this  as  the  

understanding of  the art i fact ,  which  has  convent iona lly  been  p laced  at  

the centre of  i ts  ana lysi s .  The  way that  th is  has been constructed  has  not  

only  impacted on  design  so lut ions but  has led to  a  part i cu lar  

understanding of  technology .  It  i s  th is  understanding of  the art i fac t  that  

has ceased  to be sustainable  and  has prec ipitated the cr i si s .  The thesis  

argues that ,  by  revisi t ing the ar t i fact  as  a  mutable  consequence of  

cu lture ,  i t  i s  possible  to  rel ieve the problem by  opening up the  scope  for  

f inding new methodological  approaches.  These can be  used to develop  

design  s trategies  that  are  suf f ic ient ly  subt le  and  coherent  in their  terms 

to engage  with  the  open complex ity  o f  future discuss ions of  the 

dis tr ibuted  and enacted  human.  
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