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In  1996 Oron Catts  and  Ionat  Zurr  coined the term Semi-Liv ings to  

descr ibe  the l iving  t i ssue constructs  that  are  grown/constructed out  o f  

t issues taken from complex organisms and maintained  a l ive  wi th  the a id 

of  technologica l  intervention.  The Semi-Livings  refers  mainly  to  l iv ing 

t issue  constructs  that  have  no biomedica l  purpose.  In the case  of  Cat ts  

and  Zurr  these  evocat ive  ent i t ies  are  created  for  the so le  purpose of  art .  

The  Semi-Liv ings are unique examples of  a  growing  c lass  of  

objec ts/subjects  that  are  increas ing ly  populat ing our  made  environment .  

This  thesis  is  the story  of  these  t i ssue constructs  as  wel l  as  the techno-

scient i f i c  projec t  which  susta ins them a live and  further  art i cu lates  their  

meanings and purposes.  This  invest iga t ion  i s  conducted  in t imes of  

rapid  developments in  the l i fe  sc iences  and thei r  applied  technologies,  

when the  humanist  v iew of  human separat ion and  dominat ion over  

nature  i s  under  great  chal lenge .  The  thes is  exp lores  i ssues  concerning 

the nature  of  l iv ing fragments of  bodies  and how they  force  us  –  humans 

– to reassess our  understandings of  l i fe .  I t  narra tes the h istory  of  

part ia l  l i fe ,  beginning  a  century  ago,  mainly  in  the b io-medica l  f i e ld  and  

the f i ct ion stor ies  i t  crea ted ,  to  the  t imes  when actua l  semi- l ivings exist ,  

not  only  in laborator ies  and  t i ssue banks,  but  a lso in  factor ies,  

museums,  zoos and  art  gal ler ies .  The  new and  re-emerging ethica l  

quest ions ra ised  by  such  a  phenomenon are  d iscussed .  The ro le  of  the 

art is t  working with  l iv ing (and semi- l iving)  mater ia ls  in  the context  o f  

post-capi ta l i sm and genohype is  interrogated .  The a im is  to revea l  and 

estab li sh  a  new f ie ld  wi thin the  arts  – Tissue Art  – pioneered by  the 

art is ts  of  the Tissue Culture  &  Ar t  project  (Catts  and  Zurr)  and the 

ensuing development  of  Symbiot icA,  an Art ist ic  Research  Laboratory ,  a t  

the School  of  Anatomy and Human Bio logy of  the  Univers i ty  o f  Western 

Austra l ia .  We are l iv ing  in t imes when new understandings  of  l i fe  

through advances  in  scient i f i c  knowledge and  new abi l i t i es  to  

manipulate  l i fe  through  appl ied technologies  are  increas ing ly  

incompatib le  wi th  tradit iona l  cu ltural  and ontolog ica l  perceptions of  

l i fe .  This  gap  between current  (and potentia l)  b io-technologica l  

pract i ces and cu ltural  be l iefs  i s  the niche  explored by  the Tissue Culture  

& Art  project  (TC&A).  The TC&A’s Semi-Livings are conceptua l  

prototypes of  a  new kind  of  ‘ l i fe ’  that  i s  neither  l i v ing nor  non- l iving ,  

that  can  be gender less,  mult iracia l  and species- less  (or  mult i - species) .  

The  search for  art iculat ing  these ent i t ies  and  re- taxonomis ing them 

within  a  post-anthropocentr ic  frame i s  the  a im of  my writ ings.  The 

thesis  i s  i l lustrated  with  artworks created  by  the TC&A and  other  art i st s  

working  hands-on with  l i fe .   
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  

rev iewers .   Th is  year  the  panel  selec ted the fol lowing  abstracts  to be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electronic  Almamac (LEA)  in order  to  br ing 

attent ion to  the  outstanding work  of  these authors by  the internat iona l  

community  interested in  the  intersect ion  of  art ,  sc ience and  technology.   

 

The  Peer  Review Panel  for  2009-2011  are :  Yiannis  Colakides ,  

CoDirector ,  New Media  (NeMe) ,  Limassol ,  Cyprus,  Chr is to  Doherty ,  

Chair ,  Dig ita l  Arts,  Univers i ty  o f  the  Witwatersrand,  Johannesburg ,  

South Afr ica ,  Ryszard W. Kluszczynski ,  PhD.,  Chair ,  Department  of  

Media  and Audiovisua l  Culture,  Universi ty  of  Lodz,  Poland,  Tom Lesser ,  

Director ,  Center  for  Integrated Media,  Ca li fornia  Inst i tut ion of  the Arts,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia ,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rachel  Mayer i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  

of  Media  Studies,  Harvey Mudd Col lege,  C laremont,  Ca li fornia ,  United  

States ,  Andrea Pol l i ,  Director ,  Interdiscip l inary  Fi lm and  Digi ta l  Media  

(IFDM) and Mesa Del  Sol  Chair  o f  Digita l  Media ,  Univers i ty  o f  New 

Mexico ,  A lbuquerque,  New Mexico,  United States,  Shei la  P inkel ,  

Professor  of  Art ,  Pomona College ,  Claremont ,  Ca li fornia ,  United States.  

 

 

 

 

 


