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This  thesis  presents  a  body of  pract i ce  and theory  based work  based on a  

study  of  an  applicat ion of  models  from Complexi ty  Theory  to  music  

creat ion.  It  focuses on implementat ions of  Art i f i c ia l  Li fe  techniques to  

exp lore  the  not ion  of  emergence  as  a  musica l  process .  With in  this  

discussion i t  identi f i es  two important  issues that  are  subsequent ly  

exp lored through the  creat ion  of  sound insta l lat ions .   

 

Firs t ly ,  there  are  i ssues  perta ining to the  employment  of  models  from 

the f i e ld  of  Complexity  Theory  to  the  creat ion of  music  with  the  main 

concerns  being  the  transference of  models  and  metaphors from one f ie ld  

of  pract i ce  to another :  i ssues I  suggest  can  be sidestepped by a  

regrounding of  re ferents  in  the speci f i c i ty  of  music .     

 

Secondly ,  through  a  discussion of  process-based  approaches  to 

composit ion i t  identi f i es  a  need  to employ generat ive techniques  that  

are  more open in the ir  nature ,  on both  a  s tructural  and an interpret ive 

level .   

 

This  thesis  proposes  a  conception of  process  that  i s  open in an 

ecological  sense ,  such that  a l l  e lements involved in the  creat ion of  the 

musicking  event  are  acknowledged  as act ive  components.  I t  recognises  

that  a  leve l  o f  agency can be prescr ibed  to a l l  these e lements :  the 

technological  agents  that  construct  the insta l lat ions ,  their  

environmental  context  and the  human interactants  wi thin this  context .  

The  text  presents  s trateg ies  that  were developed  through the  process  of  

creat ive pract ice,  for  the  formation  and perception of  complex ity ,  that  

exp loit  not ions of  embodiment  within insta l lat ion design.  It  descr ibes a  

body of  sound instal la t ions  created by  the  author ,  and  a  number  of  

works by  other  ar t i st s ,  that  exp lo it  a  concept  o f  emergent  musical  

structures as  a  process of  t imely  percept ion  rather  than f ixed ob jec ts  of  

empir ica l  observat ion.  The d iscussion cu lminates in  the  be l ie f  that  in 

such a  conception of  ac t ive  content  creat ion and  act ive  perception,  

aesthet ic  meaning comes  forth  not  through the transit ivi ty  o f  the ob ject  

but  through the process of  conjoined act ion between agents ,  the 

environment  and  the  human interactant .  This  thes is  thus  formulates an 

understanding of  an encounter  with  sound insta l lat ions as  a  s i tuated 

and  t imely  act  that  i s  best  comprehended  from an embodied,  ecological  

perspect ive ,  develop ing a  conception  of  engagement  that  i s  cont ingent  

on  space,  p lace and personal  subject ive  exper ience .    
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