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This  pract ice- led study  examines the  role  o f  audiences in  pervasive and  

locat ive ar tworks .  I t  cr i t ica l ly  examines c la ims made  for  the  ab i l i ty  o f  

pervas ive and  locat ive artworks to  provide audiences  with  new,  

heightened and  engaging  experiences .  I t  addresses the way  in which the 

ro le  o f  the  audience  i s  shaped  by  both  the  artwork and  by  the  audience ’s  

percept ion of  their  experience.  

 

A contextua l  survey of  the f i e ld  ident i f ies  the  intention  to act ive ly  

engage audiences as  central  to  the character  o f  the  pervas ive and  

locat ive ar twork.  Th is  engagement  i s  commonly  descr ibed us ing 

taxonomies of  interact ion and  supported  by  theories  o f  democracy  and  

inc lus ion  in  the ar ts .  The survey cal l s  into  quest ion  any inherent  ab i l i ty  

of  pervas ive and  locat ive  artworks,  or  the technologies  they  employ,  to  

provide audiences with  engaging  exper iences.  

 

Severa l  methodologies  are  cr i t i ca l ly  eva luated  including:  e thnography ,  

Creat ive Audience  Studies  and pract ice- led case  studies.  A  

methodologica l  approach is  dev ised which  aims to account  for  the ro le  

of  the audience as  i t  is  conce ived  of  by  the  art is t ,  model led in  the  

artwork  and experienced  by  the  audience .  This  involves the  construct ion  

of  artworks as  cr i t ica l  models  o f  the  ro le  o f  the  audience ,  accompanied 

by  a  set  o f  quest ions  put  to  the audience.  

 

The  deve lopment  of  f ive  artworks  i s  descr ibed,  each  examining aspects  

af fect ing  the audience ’ s  ro le .  Interviews  with  the  audiences of  two 

artworks  support  a  new understanding of  the ro le  o f  the audience that  

acknowledges the vi ta l  ro le  o f  the  audience ’s  own understanding of  the 

nature  of  the  exper ience .  

 

This  study  proposes a  new understanding of  audiences that  wi l l  be  of  

interest  to pract i t ioners in the  f ie ld  of  pervasive  and  locat ive  arts  as  

wel l  as  those concerned with  creat ing  engaging experiences  for  the 

audiences  of  interact ive systems.  
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  
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Director ,  Center  for  Integrated Media,  Ca li fornia  Inst i tut ion of  the Arts,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia ,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rachel  Mayer i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  

of  Media  Studies,  Harvey Mudd Col lege,  C laremont,  Ca li fornia ,  United  

States ,  Andrea Pol l i ,  Director ,  Interdiscip l inary  Fi lm and  Digi ta l  Media  

(IFDM) and Mesa Del  Sol  Chair  o f  Digita l  Media ,  Univers i ty  o f  New 
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