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The  main  concern  of  this  research is  the potentia l  o f  dig i ta l  assemblages 

of  art  and technoscience  to  generate  change.  The  thesis  invest igates  a  

se lect ion of  contemporary  insta l lat ion  artworks that  dep loy  a  range of  

techno-scient i f i c  processes  in  the search for  new aesthet ic  experiences .  

These examples open a  way of  thinking about  the d ig i ta l  as  vir tua l  

without  reducing  e i ther  the vir tua l  or  the  digi ta l  to  each other .  The  hype 

that  fo l lowed  the proli ferat ion  of  digi ta l  media  technologies ,  in  the  last  

two decades ,  prompted  a  tendency  in cybercul tural  theory  to ei ther  

confla te  or  oppose  the  v i r tua l  to  the  digi ta l ,  commonly  address ing the  

latter  as  immateria l ,  quanti f iable  and probabi l i st ic .  The thesis  develops  

an a lternat ive  vir tua l  ecology  that  departs  from the log ic  o f  binary  

representat iona l  thought ,  without  rei terat ing the centra l i ty  o f  sensory  

percept ion in  digi ta l  phi losophy.  It  contends  that  the  part ic ipat ion of  

se l f-re ferentia l ,  abstract -yet -mater ia l  d imensions i s  immanent  to  the 

emergence  of  ac tua l  digi ta l  s tructures of  mater ia l ,  aesthet ic  and 

scient i f i c  combinat ion.  

  

This  research projec t  e laborates a  phi losophy of  rhythm as  an  

appropriate  mode  of  ana lysi s  for  rev isi t ing contemporary  debates  about  

dig i ta l  media ,  embodiment  and  tempora li ty .  I t  proposes an account  of  

tempora l  agency  act ive a t  a  micro-perceptua l  resonant  leve l ,  across the  

quasi-mathemat ica l ,  b iodig ita l  and  microsonic  modulat ions  of  the  

vir tua l  d ig i ta l .  Mainly ,  the project  draws on ph i losophica l  mater ia l  by  

Deleuze  and Guattar i ,  Massumi,  Leibniz  and Bachelard to  further  

exp lore  the  microscopic  (or  molecular )  sca le  o f  d igi ta l  assemblages .  This  

phi losophical  invest igat ion  provides  a  set  o f  tools  with  which  to  

eva luate the impact  o f  rhythm on the product ion  of  aesthet ico-scient i f ic  

media  environments .  Overa l l ,  the  thesis  deve lops a  theory  of  vir tua l  

dynamics  for  the d igi ta l  as  a  non-computable,  autonomous sphere  

speci f i c  to the  actua li ty  of  d igi ta l  code  yet  not  fu l ly  exhausted in i t .   
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  

rev iewers .   Th is  year  the  panel  selec ted the fol lowing  abstracts  to be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electronic  Almamac (LEA)  in order  to  br ing 

attent ion to  the  outstanding work  of  these authors by  the internat iona l  

community  interested in  the  intersect ion  of  art ,  sc ience and  technology.   

 

The  Peer  Review Panel  for  2009-2011  are :  Yiannis  Colakides ,  

CoDirector ,  New Media  (NeMe) ,  Limassol ,  Cyprus,  Chr is to  Doherty ,  

Chair ,  Dig ita l  Arts,  Univers i ty  o f  the  Witwatersrand,  Johannesburg ,  
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Director ,  Center  for  Integrated Media,  Ca li fornia  Inst i tut ion of  the Arts,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia ,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rachel  Mayer i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  

of  Media  Studies,  Harvey Mudd Col lege,  C laremont,  Ca li fornia ,  United  

States ,  Andrea Pol l i ,  Director ,  Interdiscip l inary  Fi lm and  Digi ta l  Media  

(IFDM) and Mesa Del  Sol  Chair  o f  Digita l  Media ,  Univers i ty  o f  New 

Mexico ,  A lbuquerque,  New Mexico,  United States,  Shei la  P inkel ,  

Professor  of  Art ,  Pomona College ,  Claremont ,  Ca li fornia ,  United States.  

 

 
 
 
 
 


