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This  disserta t ion  rethinks  cr i t ica l  di scourses on interact ive and dig ita l  

art ,  shi ft ing from the vi sual  to the per formed.  Rather  than s i tuat ing  new 

media  a long  trajector ies  o f  language- ,  image-,  or  object-based art ,  i t  

p laces emphasis  on  embodiment ,  re lat iona li ty  and emergence,  prov iding  

some of  the f ir st  in-depth studies of  the computer-based par t ic ipatory  

insta l lat ion i t  addresses.  I t  shows how a  combinat ion of  interact ive  

art is ts ,  new media  cr i t i cs  and  embodiment  theor ist s  have paved the  way 

for  a  new approach to  digi ta l  art  more  broadly ,  one  that  recognizes such 

pieces as  ongoing format ions ,  per -formed in the  exhib it ion space ,  ra ther  

than pre-formed by the art is t ’ s  hand.  

 

The Implic i t  Body  argues that  examining interact ive ar t  and  

embodiment,  together ,  enables  an  expanded understanding  of  the  two.  It  

puts  forward a  theoret ical  approach ,  as  wel l  as  a  cr i t ica l  framework,  for  

doing so.  The hypothesis  o f  this  approach contends  that  present  

discourses  surrounding dig i ta l  ar t  (as  engaged  by,  for  example ,  Lev 

Manovich,  O liver  Grau and Christ iane Paul)  have  been rooted in  

paradigms of  l inguist ic  and vi sua l  s igni f icat ion,  and i t  suggests  a  

reinvestment  in the  body for  engaging the complexit ies  o f  interact ive  

art .  Contemporary  theor ies  o f  embodiment  and  relat ional i ty  that  have 

grown out  of  phenomenology  (Mark B.N.  Hansen,  N.  Katherine  Hayles 

and  Brian  Massumi)  see body and  wor ld ,  subject  and  object ,  person 

and  people  as  a lways  a lready  entwined,  a lways a lready  implica ted across 

one another .  To  prof fer  an implic i t  body  approach,  this  di ssertat ion 

turns  to per formance studies theory  v ia  Rebecca  Schneider  and Richard 

Schechner ,  and  phenomenology through  Maur ice Merleau-Ponty,  Jean-

Luc  Nancy  and Nick  Cross ley .  I t  proposes  a  framework for  examining 

interact ive art  that  addresses  inter-act ivi ty  and  relat ional i ty  in equal  

proport ion to  art is t  intent  and  art  work descr ipt ion.  It  then  applies  th is  

framework to  the art  of  Rafael  Lozano-Hemmer ,  Cami l le  Utterback ,  

Simon Penny ,  Math ieu Briand,  Scot t  Snibbe,  mysel f  and severa l  others ,  

in  order  to show i t s  e ffect iveness in  furthering  our  understandings of  

interact ive art  and embodiment,  as  wel l  as  what  i s  a t  stake  in the 

openness of  each .  

 

Ult imate ly ,  th is  di sser ta t ion contends that  contemporary,  interact ive art  

is  reconfiguring ac t ion  and perception  in ways that  ampl i fy  bodi l iness.  

I t  g ives one  potent ia l  mode of  th inking  through interact iv i ty ,  and  shows 

i ts  pract ical  app licat ion towards furthering the  f i e lds of  contemporary  

art  cr i t i c i sm,  creat ive product ion,  and  publ ic  di scourse about  art  and 

the body more  genera l ly .   
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Leonardo LABS i s  annua l ly  peer  rev iewed by an  internat iona l  panel  o f  

rev iewers .   Th is  year  the  panel  selec ted the fol lowing  abstracts  to be  

publi shed on Leonardo Electronic  Almamac (LEA)  in order  to  br ing 

attent ion to  the  outstanding work  of  these authors by  the internat iona l  

community  interested in  the  intersect ion  of  art ,  sc ience and  technology.   

 

The  Peer  Review Panel  for  2009-2011  are :  Yiannis  Colakides ,  

CoDirector ,  New Media  (NeMe) ,  Limassol ,  Cyprus,  Chr is to  Doherty ,  

Chair ,  Dig ita l  Arts,  Univers i ty  o f  the  Witwatersrand,  Johannesburg ,  

South Afr ica ,  Ryszard W. Kluszczynski ,  PhD.,  Chair ,  Department  of  

Media  and Audiovisua l  Culture,  Universi ty  of  Lodz,  Poland,  Tom Lesser ,  

Director ,  Center  for  Integrated Media,  Ca li fornia  Inst i tut ion of  the Arts,  

Valencia ,  Ca li fornia ,  Uni ted  Sta tes ,  Rachel  Mayer i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  

of  Media  Studies,  Harvey Mudd Col lege,  C laremont,  Ca li fornia ,  United  

States ,  Andrea Pol l i ,  Director ,  Interdiscip l inary  Fi lm and  Digi ta l  Media  

(IFDM) and Mesa Del  Sol  Chair  o f  Digita l  Media ,  Univers i ty  o f  New 

Mexico ,  A lbuquerque,  New Mexico,  United States,  Shei la  P inkel ,  

Professor  of  Art ,  Pomona College ,  Claremont ,  Ca li fornia ,  United States.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


