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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  Melbourne December  27 -2011  
 
S U B J E C T  LEA D ig i t a l  Med ia  Exh ib i t ion P lat for m:  KEN  RIN ALDO , 

„PAR ASITISM  TO SYMBIOSIS‟  

 

 

U P C O M I N G  E X H I B I T I O N :  K E N  R I N A L D O ,  ' P A R A S I T I S M  

T O  S Y M B I O S I S '  

 

We are  excit ed  t o  la unch  the  second fu l l  year  of  LEA‟s d ig ita l  

exhib it ion p lat form  by  p resent ing  Parasit ism to  Symb iosis  by  

Ken Rina ldo  thr oughout  the month  of  Ja nuary  2012 .  Rina ldo‟s  

pract ice  i s  r ecognized  for  i t s  int egrat ion of  orga nic  a nd e lectr o -

mech anica l  e lement s in  insta l la t ions  that  b lur  th e boundaries  

bet ween th e or ganic  and  inor ga nic .  His r obot ic  a nd bio -

artworks  assert  the  emer ging symbiogen esis  bet ween 

tech nological  a nd nat ura l  l i ving  systems .  For  his  LEA 

exhib it ion,  the  art is t  wi l l  pr ovide  ins ight  int o th e r esear ch,  

concept ua li zat ion  a nd  modeling processes  involved in  th e 

rea li zat ion of  his  r ecent  body of  work,  inc luding  Enter ic  

Consciousness  (2010 ),  P apar azzi  Bots  (2010) a nd Face  Music  

(2011) .   

 

Rina ldo is  a n a ssocia te  p rofessor  in the  Art  & Technology 

program at  Th e Oh io  St a te  U nivers ity .  His wor ks have  been 

commissioned  a nd presented int er nationa l ly  a t  leading 

museums,  ga l ler ies  a nd fest ivals ,  inc luding S iggr aph,  

Tra nsmedia le  a nd  Ar s E lectr onica,  wh ere  he  was  the r ec ipient  

of  a n Award of  Dist inct ion  in 2004 a nd r ecei ved  f ir st  pr ize  for  

VIDA in  2001 .  Comment aries on Rina ldo 's  wor k have  been 

inc luded in  numer ous b ooks and a nth ologies  inc luding:  Ar t  and 

Electronic  M edia  by  Edward  Sha nken,  Digita l  Art  by  Chr is t ia ne  

Paul ,  Ins ide  Arte  e  Cienc ia  (edit ed  by  Leonel  Ma ura ) ,  The Art  

of  Art  History  (ed ited by Dona ld P reziosi ) ,  a nd  Technologica l  

to  Vir tual  Ar t  by  Fr ank Popp er .  

 

 

Vince Dziekan  

Digital  Media Cur ator ,  Leonardo Electronic  Almanac  
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A R T I S T  S T A T E M E N T  

 

 

My contemp orary art  instal lat ions blur  the  boundaries  between l iv ing 

syst ems a nd constructed  technologica l  syst ems.  I  research ,  deve lop 

and  cr eat e unique int era ct ive  inter fa ces for  h umans,  robots  a nd oth er  

sp ecies by  studying nat ural  l iving syst ems.  I  inte rrogate  th e socia l  and 

envir onment al  imp lica t ions  for  advanced tech nologica l  syst ems a nd 

use th ese  princ ip les to  constr uct  ac t ive  part ic ip a t ion in  my  int eract ive 

art  insta l lat ion.  My ar tworks  def ine tr ansp ecies communicat ion  a nd  

bioart  a nd  I  imagine a nd  in vent  natur al  a nd r obotic  ecosyst ems a long  

with  inter act ing socia l  r obot s.  My art i f i c ia l - l i fe  art  insta l lat ions  

int eract  with  bio logica l  syst ems,  a s  a  means of  br inging forth  and 

asser t ing a  co -evolut ion bet ween nat ura l  l i ving  syst ems and our  now 

coevolv ing  technologica l  syst ems.   

 

My gr eat est  insight  comes  f rom observ ing a nd  st udying th e de li cat e,  

int ert wined bea uty  of  our  nat ura l  environment  a nd inter sp ec ies 

communicat ion f lows.  I  observe h ow this  re lat es to our  ra pid ly  

evolv ing t ech noscap e a nd our  cu lt ura l  evolut ion as a  species .  Ma ny  of  

my works ar e concer ned with  the  impact s  technology ha s on oth er  

sp ecies,  which ha ve no  voice .  As  para si t i sm cha nges to  symbios is  in 

natural  l i ving syst ems,  so th is  becomes model  for  how we ca n 

incorp ora te  and th ink a bout  t ech nologica l  systems int egrat ing  in 

natural  l i ving syst ems .  As tr i l l ions of  tr ansp ecies  re lat ionship s a lr eady 

exist  in  our  “ individua l”  bodies ,  so we  ca n ima gine a  t ime wh en 

manufact ured t ech nology ha s mor e fu l ly  penetra ted  and found 

accepta nce in our  nat ura l  l iving  systems.  Mit och ondria  a  “ for eign”  

orga nelle ,  a lready  ex ist s  in  our  human cel ls  a nd al low us t o  surv ive 

and  lact oba ci l lus a cidop hilus  ba cter ia  a lso exist s  inside  our  na tura l  

st oma chs,  creat ing  ba cter ia l  co lonies,  wh ich al low us  t o digest  a nd 

process  food.   

 

In  the  Enteric  Consc iousness  (2010),  I  h ave crea t ed an  act iva ted 

envir onment ,  in  wh ich  l iving bacter ia  in an  art i f i c ia l  glass st omach  

al lows the  part ic ipa nt  t o  exp lor e r obot ic  touch ,  corp oreal  exper ience 

and  ma ssage in  a  lar ge  r obotic  t ongue  c ha ir ,  only  i f  th e bact er ia  i s  
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l i ving  and h ea lthy .  This  cont emp orary  art  insta l lat ion  assert s  th at  we  

are not  individua ls ;  so  much  a s we  are  symbiot ic  c louds  of  ba cter ia l  

and  human cel ls .  Also p art  of  this  inst al lat ion  a re t wo lar ge  art i f i c ia l  

tongues ,  which  r obotica l ly  dip  int o a nd  out  of  l iquid  ch ocolat e  p ools ,  

in g la ss  bel l  jar s  susp ended by  ma ssive  dopa mine molecules a nd  

suggest  p lea sur e,  t ouch and sex  as  centra l  t o  symbiot ic  coevolut ion.  

Dop amine a  neur otra nsmitt er  in  both our  brains a nd  be ll ies  is  be l i eved 

to mediat e  the  subject ive exp erience  of  p lea sure ,  in  humans  and 

invert ebr ates .  

 

The  f ive P aparazz i  Bots  (2010)  exp lor e  an  emer ging  c la ss of  socia l  

robot s that  seek t o  e leva te us  t o fa me,  by  f ir st  manip ulat ing  us .  They 

seek  one thing ,  which  i s  to capt u re  ph ot os of  p eople (only  i f  th ey 

smi le)  a nd to  ma ke  th ese images a vai la ble  to  th e  press a nd  th e wor ld 

wide web a s  a  sta tement  of  cu ltur e ' s  obsession  wi th  the  “ce lebrit y  

image”  and especia l ly  our  own images.  Th e f la sh aut onomously  goes 

of f ,  capt uring  peop l e‟ s  p hot os  a nd  e levat ing them t o “ ce lebri ty”  in  a  

kind of  momentar y  a nointing  by  th e r obot ic  camera.  Th e  recent  

emergence  of  socia l  net wor ks a nd  r obotic  p et s  a nd the ir  a bi l i ty  t o 

connect  p eop le  thr ough soft war e is  a  pr ime exa mple of  the  co -

evolut ion  of  hum ans a nd  the ir  int e l l igent  machines .  Th e fac t  tha t  th ese  

int e l l igent  machines  now exp loit  our  soc ial  needs  for  connect ivi ty  is  so  

eas i ly  exp loit ed  in th is  new cr i t ica l  junctur e in  our  emerging machine 

huma n r e lat ions ,  wh ere  our  int ercommunica t ion,  i s  increa s ingly  

mediat ed by  screen t ime and sof twar e prompt s.   

 

In  Face  Music  (2011) ,  hybrid ,  h uma n /  machines  comp ose their  own 

songs  a nd music  (primor dia l  sp eech)  wi th  inp ut  f rom part ic ip ant  facial  

images.  Th ese  six  robots  are  cover ed wi th  nat ura l  h uma n ha ir  a nd  

move  a s lar ge  f lesh  t oned joint ed app endages,  t oward  human body  h eat  

as  they  cap tur e snap shot s.  Th ese  sna psh ot s are  d igit a l ly  pr ocessed,  

pixe lat ed  a nd tur ned int o a  constantly  evolv ing generat ive soundsca pe.  

Her e unique fa cia l  features  ar e t urned  int o gut t ural  sound,  melody a nd  

rhythm wi th  six  individual  intera ct ing  r obot s,  cr eat ing  a  symph ony of  

evolv ing sound and r ea l  t ime pr oject ed  image.  

 

I  a m enthr al led  and encoura ged by h uma nkind‟s  str uggle  t o evolve  

tech nological  systems modeled on  our  cur rent  conceptions of  “ th e 
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natural”  tha t  move  t owa rd int el l igence  a nd a ut onomy.  I  a m captivat ed  

by a nd enamor ed  with  t echnology  as  i t  incr ea singly  emulat es  a nd 

mimics l iving  systems.  As much  ma chine  research is  current ly  focused 

on cr eat ing machines  for  vio lent  a nd of fensive means,  i t  i s  imp erat ive 

that  machine  int eract ions evolve  fr om para si t i sm to  symbios is ,  so we 

may p ea cefu l ly  coevolve.   P eacefu l  symbiogen esis  in  a n evolv ing 

biotope  and t ech not op e are my goa ls .  

 

 

For  more  infor mation  a bout  Ken Rina ldo :   

http://www.kenrina ldo.com/  

http:// fa cemusic.us  

http://www.papa razzibot .com/  

http:// far mfountain.com/  

http://vimeo.com/kenr ina ldo  

http://www.fl ickr .com/p hot os/pap arazzibot/  

 

 

LEA International  Curatoriate  

    

Lanfra nco Acet i  & Christ iane Pa ul  (Senior  Curat ors) ,  Vince Dziekan 

(Digita l  Media  Cur at or) ,  Jer emy Hight  (N ew Media  Curat or )   

 

Follow LEA on:  

 

Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/h ome.ph p?#!/pa ges/Leonardo -Electr onic-

Alma nac/2091568 96252   

 

Fl i ckr :   

http://www.fl ickr .com/p hot os/ lea_ga llery/   

 

Twitt er :   

http://twitt er .com/LEA_twitt s   

 

Vimeo:   

http://www.vimeo.com/leaga l lery  

 

http://www.kenrinaldo.com/
http://facemusic.us/
http://www.paparazzibot.com/
http://farmfountain.com/
http://vimeo.com/kenrinaldo
http://www.flickr.com/photos/paparazzibot/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Leonardo-Electronic-Almanac/209156896252
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Leonardo-Electronic-Almanac/209156896252
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lea_gallery/
http://twitter.com/LEA_twitts
http://www.vimeo.com/leagallery
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For  more  infor mation contact:   

Ozden Sah in,  ozden.sahin@leoa lma nac .org   

 

Leonardo is  a  r egistered trademar k of  th e ISAST.  

 

mailto:ozden.sahin@leoalmanac.org

